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Your. memorialists did not interfere, in their individu|
~ capacity, Whén. it was. publicly announced. thas certain
ublic spirited ipdividuals in Maryland sought a chany-
of the states of Maryland “and Virginia to conatruety
railway from Baltimore to the Ohio, because Do inter,
ference with the charter, already obtaiced by much and!
long continued lubor on te part of * the Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal Convention,” vras apprehended. The gen
tlemen who asked the charter for a railway, disapproving
of the circuitous route of the canal, directed the publie
attention to a wholly distinct path tor their enterprige,
While their contemplated railway preserved this charac.
_ ter, the mcmbers of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
; _ _Coovention, and the Central Committee of tha: Conver
"N/ tion, especially charg«d to watch over—its interests, not
only did not interfere with the wistes of the friends of
the railway, but as s known to your memorialists, favor.
ed their applications for a charter, both in Maryland and
Virginia. )
—The accompanyipg extracts from the pamphlet firt
. anpouncing the intgnded application for this ct arter i'luw
trate and confirm :{t truth of this statemen?, and havean
important bearing on the apprehensions of your memo
rialists,
If reference be had to the interest of the United States
ip the s ok of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Compaay,
and 10 the annexed terms of the charters of both compa
pics, no reason will be four dein their relative privileges,
to prefer the claims of that which now _sceks the aid of
Congress. ' — ' '
The Congress of the United States having already ai-
thonised ap investure of ope million of dollars in the
Chesapeake and Obio Canal, it is an act of duty co the
part of your memorialists to the Urited States, as well
as to-the other stockholders of the ( besapeake and Ohio
Canal Copgany, however reluc tantly performed,-iu cow
sequence ﬁie desire of the memornialists to preserve that
harmony which they have hitherto maintained between
all the legitimate objects of \nternal improvement and
that conficed to their care, to ask «t the Congress of t
Uuited States not to express in apy mode an opinion.upol
the relative Jegal pretensions of the two companics.
By order, and in behalf of the Board. . .
"C. F. MELRCER, President,..




